A comparison of visual and semiquantitative analysis of stress thallium-201 myocardial images in patients with suspected ischemic heart disease.
Three methods of analyzing stress thallium-201 myocardial images were performed on 79 patients with suspected coronary artery disease. The results of visual analysis of unprocessed Polaroid images, background subtracted and contrast enhanced computer generated color television images, and a semiquantitative regions-of-interest method were each compared to the coronary arteriographic findings in all patients. Analysis by the semiquantitative method achieved the highest accuracy for the classification of patients as either having or not having coronary artery disease. This method of interpreting myocardial images appears worthy of further study.